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When Brandenburg University of Tech-
nology [BTU] energy technology profes-
sor Harald Schwarz recently set off to
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alther Zimmerli, it
nspiring landscape which is responsible
for the five star treatment BTU staff enjoy
overseas. Anyone who wants to work on
energy supply in the future has to come to
Cotthus because of its unparalleled labo-
ratory fac Where other universi-
ties have to spend considerably to simu-
late optimal research conditions, BTU
has these r|gh1 in its backyard. Zimmerli
calls the area a “living laboratory™ with
reallife” laboratory conditions. One thing
the Lausitz region has in abundance is
brown coal: where better to develop a way
to burn it cleanly than here?
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nnovations borne from working in this

ng laboratory” have put the small
versity on the map - both at home and

unigque researcn

oad. The environ-

ment has allowed the Brandenburg uni-
versity to develop a recipe for energy pro-
duction and a technology much coveted
by countries including Brazil and China.
The university has built a state-of-the-art
CO2 free coal-fired power plant in partner-
ship with Swedish energy giant Vattenfall.
The Swedish power suppliers have invest-
ed EUR 70 million in the prototype plant
which makes use of carbon capture and
storage technology [located in the appo-
sitely named mining town of Schwarze
Pumpe - Black Pump - the plant is due to
begin test operations this year]

Brandenburg's only technical university
has alreatiy begun transferring the CO2

globe Th- universit yhamlsn established
partnerships with institutions as far flung
as Chile and China, as well as just across
the border in Poland. In the coming winter
BTU will offer
technology course of study with universi-
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The university affiliated Panta Rhei Inter-
disciplinary Research Institute for Light-
Construction Materials is also
building a growing international reputa-
tion. The research center specializes in
technology transfer research geared to
meet lightweight materials

weight

business
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needs. The research center has already
established partnerships with Bombar-
dier in the rail transportation sector and
Daimler, VW, BMW and Thyssen-Krupp in
the auto industry. The lightweight materi-
als being developed by Panta Rhei for to-
day’s cars are a far cry from the resin com-
posite body used for the iconic two-cylinder
Trabant produced as Eastern Germany's
response to scarcity of resources.

The international recognition currently
enjoyed by the Cottbus university in the
fields of energy technology and light-
weight materials technology shows that
even smaller, so-called provincial univer-
sities can build international reputations
by adhering to founding academic princi-
ples. And BTU's mission statement?
"BTU: Building-Technology Environment.
Designing a sustainable future.”
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